THE  SETTING

now sit, than in all the rest of the kingdom." On another
occasion he went even further, and declared that "when a
man is tired of London, he is tired of life".1

Such was the background against which the drama of
the eighteenth century was played.

"It was an age of great men. England has known
since no orators, no actors, no critics, no satirists, no
generals, no admirals, and no heroes of the stature
common in those days. ... It was not an age of
regrets; the Augustans saw clear, if not below the
surface. They were not afraid of scandal: they lived
hard, drank deep, and loved recklessly. They had
courage and pride and dignity and no sentiment at all;
but whenever a challenge was offered to the integrity
of their inheritance they met it with resolute patriot-
ism. They were men, they saved the State."2

1  Boswell, J.: Life of Samuel Johnson.

2  Jen-old, D.: England, pp. 73 and 75.
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